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Sotorasib is Available 
on the East End

   The fi nal step before Sotorasib can 
be FDA approved for widespread 
public use is completion of  further  
trials involving hundreds of  patients.  
If  genetic testing says you are among 
the 13% of  lung cancer patients, 
for whom the drug could have effi  -
cacy--then consider joining a trial.  
One is being conducted on the East 
End (at NY Cancer & Blood) and 
another further up Island at a North-
well facility.

   As one of  the senior executives of  
AMGEN recently said:
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The AMGEN Breakthrough
  About 140,000 Americans died of  
lung cancer last year, accounting for 
25% of  all cancer-related deaths.  At 
Fighting Chance we have counseled 
many lung cancer patients over the 
past 18 years and they often have 
asked: “When will there be a break-
through in treatment of  the disease?

   Within the last week, the drug com-
pany AMGEN sounded a note of  ex-
traordinary hope with the announce-
ment of  its new drug, Sotorasib.

   Like many new drugs, Sotorasib 
is only eff ective on a subset of  pa-
tients--namely the 13% of  lung can-
cer patients who carry a genetic de-
fect known as KRAS G12C.

   AMGEN also announced com-
pletion of  a Phase 2 clinical trial 
with 129 participants, in which 60% 
of  them saw tumor shrinkage even 
though everyone in the trial already 
had been treated (unsuccessfully) with 
chemo and/or an immunotherapy.

The KRAS Target
   The AMGEN announcement also 
is important because their new drug 
attacks the KRAS protein which 
emerges from the mutated KRAS 
gene.  The rogue protein hijacks an 
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important “on/off ” cellular switch 
--sending a signal to the cell trigger-
ing unstoppable and  uncontrolled 
growth.  Before long there is a mas-
sive cell proliferation--a hallmark of  
cancer.

The “Undruggable”

But an attack on most cancer-caus-
ing complexes requires that scientists 
fi nd a “binding site”--a niche into 
which their anti-cancer drug can be 
inserted.  The challenge is akin to a 
climber searching for a toehold on a 
smooth rock surface.

   Simply stated, KRAS was consid-
ered “undruggable” until AMGEN 
found a niche for Sotorasib, which 
proved lethal to the cancer causing 
agent.

   “Targeting KRAS has been a 
40 year quest by scientists . . . and 
we are extremely proud that “Sotora-
sib has successfully demonstrated 
rapid, deep and durable responses.”

   Science has fi xated on   aattacking 
KRAS for 40 years, because it is 
present, in one way or another, in 
about 40% of  all cancer cases.


